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1 Technical visit to Seychelles

1.1 Background

Seychelles has a long-standing and valuable experience in implementing the National
Qualifications Framework and related policies, notably Recognition of Prior Learning.

The new Seychelles Qualifications Authority (SQA) Act (Act 57 of 2021) broadened the
mandate of the SQA. The Article 4.(1) defines the object and functions of the Authority and
its point k) stipulates that SQA will “establish policy and criteria for credit accumulation and
credit transfer”.

Considering the importance of a credit accumulation and transfer system (CATS) in the
context of internationalisation of education, mobility of students, rise of micro-credentials,
recognition of learning periods and qualifications, and lifelong flexible pathways for learning,
SQA is committed to initiate development of a functional and coherent CATS, aligned with
international good practice, comparable and transparent. Among the references, it is worth
mentioning the SADC CATS Handbook.

The ACQF-Il cooperates with SQA and stakeholders in planning, conceiving, drafting and
finalising the agree output: Seychelles CATS Policy and Guidelines.

1.2 Organisation and objectives

Organisation

e Dates: 11-15 March 2024
e Host and promoter: SQA

The technical visit to Seychelles aims to:

e Generate dialogue and consensus on the purposes, scope and features of the
Seychelles CATS Policy and Guidelines.


http://www.sqa.sc/images/documents/sqa-act-2021.pdf

Share knowledge and experiences on related topics in particular: learning outcomes
approach, CAT systems and developments, Recognition of Prior Learning, Recognition
of qualifications. Examples from different parts of globe.

The technical visit includes 2 workshop days, visits to education and training
institutions and technical meetings with SQA team.

1.3 Agenda of the technical visit

Day 1: 11/March, 09.00-16.00

Participants: SQA, ACQF-Il team, other stakeholders at level of decision-makers and education and

training institutions.

Activities:

Kick-off and introduction of the teams

Developing the Seychelles CATS: objectives, deliverables, main issues, priorities, milestones
Overview of the NQF, with focus on existing qualifications (approved; in and out the NQF) —
by: SQA

Overview of results of the preliminary survey on CATS - by: ACQF-II

SWOT analysis — facilitated by ACQF-II

Day 2: 12/March, 09.00-16.00

Workshop on CATS

1. Session 1:09.00-09.30

Opening. Objectives and themes of the workshop. Tour de table — introduction of the
participants

Session 2: 09.30-11.00

CATS: overview on rationale and benefits, types and features of the various systems applied
in Africa, Europe and US; application; instruments. Challenges and solutions. New
developments in the context of digitalisation of learning and recognition of learning periods
and outcomes.

Case studies.

Questions and answers.

Speaker: James Mwewa

Coffee break: 11.00-11.30

Session 3: 11.30-13.00

SADC CATS Guidelines: understanding the rationale, scope, and application. Questions and
answers.

Speaker: James Mwewa

Lunch break: 13.00-14.00

Session 4: 14.00-16.00

Brainstorming and guided debate in working groups on the topic: Vision and proposals for
Seychelles CATS Policy and Guidelines. Supported by guiding questions.

Presentation and debate of results of debate.

Main conclusions. Next steps




Facilitation: Eduarda Castel-Branco and James Mwewa

Participants: SQA, ACQF-Il team, other stakeholders at level of decision-makers and education and
training institutions.

Day 3: 13/March, 09.00-16.00

Workshop on learning outcomes, micro-credentials, RPL, recognition: overview of different
systems, achievements, way forward.

1. Session 1: 09.00-09.30
Opening. Objectives and themes of the workshop. Tour de table — introduction of the
participants
2. Session 2:09.30-10.30
Learning outcomes: overview on concepts and principles, applications.
Handbooks on learning outcomes.
Writing short descriptions of learning outcomes of qualifications for publication in digital
registers and databases.
Speaker: Eduarda Castel-Branco
3. Coffee break: 10.30-11.00
4. Session 3:11.00-12.30
Micro-credentials: overview on rationale and benefits. Types and features. Micro-credentials
and NQFs. Challenges and solutions. New developments in the context of digitalisation of
learning.
Case studies.
Questions and answers.
Speaker: Eduarda Castel-Branco
5. Session 4:12.30-13.30
Recognition of qualifications. International conventions. Bilateral arrangements. Links with
NQFs and quality assurance.
Speaker: James Mwewa
6. Lunch break: 13.30-14.30
7. Session 5: 14.30-15.30
RPL: overview of trends, developments, and tools.
RPL in the context of European Qualifications Framework: inventory, practices, analysis.
RPL in the context of African countries and ACQF: practices. Networking. ACQF Campaign.
Questions and answers.
Speaker: Eduarda Castel-Branco
8. Session 6: 15.30-16.00
Sharing experiences on the topics of the day.
Poll.
Main conclusions. Next steps
Facilitation: Eduarda Castel-Branco

Participants: SQA, ACQF-Il team, other stakeholders at level of decision-makers and education and
training institutions (to be identified by SQA).

Day 4: 14/March, 08.00-15.00




Visits to education and training institutions.

Participants: SQA, ACQF-Il team, education and training institutions.

Day 5:15/March, 09.00-15.00

Topic: Developing and agreeing the CATS Policy and Guidelines. Focus on the annotated outline of the
document.

e Discuss and agree the main priorities, role of SQA, important priorities and orientations. Place
of CATS in internal and external quality assurance of qualifications.

e Roadmap and key milestones of the CATS development process and stakeholders’
consultation until December 2024.

e Debriefing. Wrap-up and next steps. Closure of the mission.

Participants: SQA, ACQF-II team.

1.4 SQA Team

e Fiona Ernesta — Chief Executive Officer;

e Noella Baker-Albert — Principal Standards Setting Officer.

e Hilda Bertin — Principal Standards Setting Officer

e Micole Bistoquet — Principal QA Officer for Programme Accreditation

e Dazielle Laporte — Principal QA Officer for RPL

e Verna Leon — Principal Quality Assurance Officer for institutional accreditation

e Joan Amade — Principal Quality Assurance Officer for Recognition and Evaluation of
Qualifications.

1.5 ACQF-Il Project Team

e Eduarda Castel-Branco — Project Coordinator; and
e James Mwewa — Expert.

2 Sources and technical references from ACQF project
2021-2023 (updated 12/02/2024)

ACQF resources and collections

ACQF website: https://acqf.africa/

ACQF Guidelines: https://acaf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acqf-guidelines

ACQF Training Modules: https://acgf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-modules

ACQF Peer Learning Webinars: https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/webinars

ACQF Thematic Briefs: https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/thematic-briefs

ACQF Mapping study collection: https://acqf.africa/resources/mapping-study

ACQF on Recognition of Prior Learning: https://acqf.africa/resources/recognition-of-prior-learning

ACQF News articles: https://acaf.africa/news

2021
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ACQF (African Continental Qualifications Framework). 2021a. ACQF Capacity Development Programme.
Thematic Brief 1. Concepts and definitions on qualifications and qualifications frameworks. Author: E. Castel-
Branco. https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/thematic-briefs/acgf-thematic-brief-1-concepts-
and-definitions.

ACQF (African Continental Qualifications Framework). 2021a. Towards the African Continental Qualifications
Framework — Mapping report. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation.
Authors: J. Keevy, A. Bateman, E. Castel-Branco, L. Mavimbela, J. Adotevi, L. Sutherland, R. Matlala, U. Kyari and
T. Sibiya. https://acgf.africa/resources/mapping-study/acgf-mapping-report-comprehensive.

ACQF (African Continental Qualifications Framework). 2021b. Towards the African Continental Qualifications
Framework — Synthesis. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors:
J. Keevy, A. Bateman, E. Castel-Branco, L. Mavimbela, J. Adotevi, L. Sutherland, R.
Matlala.https://acaf.africa/resources/mapping-study/acaf-mapping-report-synthesis.

ACQF (African Continental Qualifications Framework). 2021c. ACQF Thematic Brief 4.1: Regional Qualifications
Frameworks. https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/thematic-briefs/acqf-thematic-brief-4-1-
regional-qualifications-frameworks-raf.

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 1: concepts and definitions. https://acqgf.africa/capacity-development-
programme/thematic-briefs/acqf-thematic-brief-1-concepts-and-definitions

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 2: Competences frameworks. Author: E. Castel-Branco. https://acqf.africa/capacity-
development-programme/thematic-briefs/acqf-thematic-brief-2-competences-frameworks

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 3.1: Level descriptors. Author: E. Castel-Branco. https://acgf.africa/capacity-
development-programme/thematic-briefs/acaf-thematic-brief-3-1-level-descriptors

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 4.1: Regional Qualifications Frameworks. Author: E. Castel-Branco.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/thematic-briefs/acqf-thematic-brief-4-1-regional-
qualifications-frameworks-rgf

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 6.1: TVET Quality Assurance. Author: E. Castel-Branco. https://acgf.africa/capacity-
development-programme/thematic-briefs/acaf-thematic-brief-6-1-tvet-quality-assurance/@ @display-
file/file/ACQF Thematic%20Brief 6.1 TVET%20Quality%20Assurance WEB.pdf

ACQF. 2021. Thematic Brief 11. Governance and management of NQFs. Author: E. J. Mukhwana.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/thematic-briefs/acqf-thematic-brief-11-governance-of-
ngfs-ngs

2022

ACQF. 2022a. Guideline 1: Learning outcomes in the context of NQFs and ACQF. Author: C. Jaftha.
https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acqf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-1-learning-outcomes-in-the-
context-of-qualifications-frameworks-and-systems

ACQF. 2022b. Guideline 2: Levels and level descriptors in the context of ACQF. Author: C. Jaftha.
https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acqf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-2-levels-and-level-descriptors-in-
the-context-of-acqf

ACQF. 2022c. Guideline 3: Referencing to ACQF. Authors: C. Jaftha, E. Castel-Branco.
https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acqf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-1-referencing-to-acqf

ACQF. 2022d. Guideline 4: Validation and recognition of learning. Authors: M. Chiyaba, M. Hamalabbi, F.
Cheelo, J. Mwewa. https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acgf-guidelines/acgf-guideline-3-validation-
of-learning
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ACQF. 2022e. Guideline 5: Quality assurance in the context of ACQF. Authors: E. Castel-Branco, K. Allgoo.
https://acaf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acaf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-5-quality-assurance-in-the-
context-of-qualifications-and-acqf

ACQF. 2022f. Guideline 6: Registers / databases of qualifications. Authors: M. Chiyaba, M. Hamalabbi, F. Cheelo,
J. Mwewa. https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acaf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-6-registers-and-
databases-of-qualifications

ACQF. 2022g. Guideline 7: Monitoring and evaluation in the context of NQF and ACQF. Authors: E. Hazell, Z.
MacDonald. https://acaf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acqf-guidelines/acaf-guideline-7-monitoring-and-
evaluation-in-the-context-of-national-qualifications-frameworks-and-acqf

ACQF. 2022h. Guideline 8: Communication and outreach in the context of NQF and ACQF. Author: C. Jaftha.
https://acaf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acaf-guidelines/acqf-guideline-8-communication-and-outreach-
in-the-context-of-qualifications-frameworks-and-acaf

ACQF. 2022i. Guideline 9: Innovation and technology in the context of NQF and ACQF. Authors: K. Shiohira, P.
Molokwane et all. https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acaf-guidelines/acaf-guideline-9-innovation-
and-technology-in-the-context-of-national-qualifications-frameworks-and-acgf

ACQF. 2022j. Guideline 10: Qualifications and Qualifications Frameworks — the systemic view. Author: A.
Bateman. https://acqf.africa/resources/policy-guidelines/acaf-guidelines/acqgf-guideline-10-qualifications-and-
national-qualifications-frameworks-systemic-view-1

ACQF. 2022k. Implementing Competence-Based Training and Education. A practical handbook for educational
professionals and policy makers. https://acgf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-
modules/handbook-on-competence-based-training-cbt

ACQF. 2022I. Training module 1: Learning Outcomes in Qualifications Frameworks and Systems. AU-EU Skills for
Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Author: C. Jaftha. https://acqf.africa/capacity-
development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-english/training-module-1-learning-
outcomes

ACQF. 2022m. Training module 2: Levels and level descriptors. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability Programme
— SIFA Technical Cooperation. Author: C. Jaftha. Contributors: A. Bateman, E. Castel-Branco.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-
english/training-module-2-levels-and-level-descriptors-in-the-context-of-acgf

ACQF. 2022n. Training module 3: Referencing to ACQF. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA
Technical Cooperation. Authors: C. Jaftha, E. Castel-Branco. https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-
programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-english/training-module-3-referencing-to-acgf

ACQF. 20220. Training module 4: Validation and recognition of learning. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability
Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors: M. Chiyaba, M. Hamalabbi, F. Cheelo and J. Mwewa.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-
english/training-module-4-validation-and-recognition-of-learning

ACQF. 2022p. Training module 5: Quality Assurance in the context of ACQF. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability
Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors: E. Castel-Branco, K. Allgoo. https://acqf.africa/capacity-
development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-english/training-module-5-quality-
assurance-in-the-context-of-the-acqf

ACQF. 2022q. Training module 6: Registration and databases of qualifications. AU-EU Skills for Youth
Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors: M. Chiyaba, M. Hamalabbi, F. Cheelo and J.
Mwewa. Contributor: E. Castel-Branco. https://acaf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-
modules/training-modules-1-to-10-english/training-module-6-registers-databases-of-qualifications
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ACQF. 2022r. Training module 7: Monitoring and evaluation in the context of qualifications frameworks or
systems. AU-EU Skills for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors: Eleanor
Hazell, Zahraa McDonald et al. Contributor: E. Castel-Branco. https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-
programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-english/training-module-7-monitoring-and-evaluation-
the-context-of-ngfs-and-acqf

ACQF. 2022s. Training module 8: Communication and outreach in the context of NQF and ACQF. AU-EU Skills
for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Author: C. Jaftha.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-
english/training-module-8-communication-and-outreach-in-the-context-of-ngf-acqf

ACQF. 2022t. Training module 9: Innovation and technology in the context of qualifications systems. AU-EU
Skills for Youth Employability Programme — SIFA Technical Cooperation. Authors: K. Shiohira, P. Molokwane.
https://acqf.africa/capacity-development-programme/training-modules/training-modules-1-to-10-
english/training-module-9-innovation-and-technology-in-the-context-of-qualifications-and-nafs
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